
Zoning Board of Appeals – October 22, 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2019 

 

MINUTES 

 CHAIRMAN JOSEPH LAPORTE, called the Public Hearing and Regular 

Meeting of the Southington Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 7:03 

o’clock, p.m. in the Public Assembly Room at the John Weichsel 

Municipal Center at 196-200 North Main Street, Southington, CT with 

the following members in attendance: 

 

 Robert Salka, Theodore Cabata & Alicia Novi 

 Alternates:   Christina Volpe 

 O1thers: David Lavallee, Ass’t Town Planner     

  Absent: Erica Byrne, Commissioner       

   Ron Bohigian, Jeffrey Gworek & Ryan Rogers, Alternates  

 The Chair seated Ms. Volpe for Ms. Byrne      

 A quorum was determined. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance.  

 

 Vice Chair Novi explained the procedure of the meeting.  Should 

your appeal be approved after presentation, file it with the Town 

Clerk’s Office as soon as you receive formal approval by mail. 

 Paperwork needs to be filed before you start any work. 

 You have one year to begin your project. 

 The Zoning Board of Appeals is a supermajority vote board.  You 

will need four affirmative votes for your appeal to be approved. 

 All public hearings held this evening will be voted on tonight.  

As stated earlier, you will need a supermajority of four to one to 

approve your appeal. 

 Everyone is invited to stay for the regular meeting to hear the 

decision on the presented appeals  
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JOSEPH LAPORTE, Chair, presiding: 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  Mr. Cabata made a motion to approve the Minutes of the previous 

meeting as submitted.  Ms. Novi seconded.  Motion passed unanimously 

on a voice vote.  

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

 A. APPEAL #6410A, Application of Margaret Kopacz for special 

exception for beer & wine service in a new restaurant under Sections 

4-01.32A, 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 1095 West Street, 

Unit 7, property of S & G LLC, c/o Lovley Development Corp in a B 

zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  Name and address for the record? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Margaret Kopacz, 51 Meadow Avenue, Southington, CT. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  You can explain what it is you want.   

 MS. KOPACZ:  So, I want to apply for a permit, wine and beer, 

only, for a new restaurant that will be opened at 1095 West Street.   

 THE CHAIR:  Your hours of operation will be? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  From eleven to nine. 

 MS. NOVI:  Every day? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  At the beginning we would like to be open every day 

to understand clients, which day will be slower.  And, then we will be 

open only six days. 

 MS. NOVI:  How many seats? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Twenty. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any questions? 

 MR. SALKA:  Basically, this will be like service bar where the 

waiter, waitress, wait staff will be serving the tables? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  So, basically, it will be like, mostly it will be 

like a take out place. So, people who come over, they can also order 

food for the inside.  Because some things on the menu, like potato 

pancakes or fried pierogi, they have to be done right away.  They 

cannot sit in a heating table.  So, whoever would like to, you know, 

stay inside and eat, we wanted to have that option to serve wine and 

beer. 

 MR. SALKA:  But the service staff will serve. 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Yes, yes. 
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 MR. SALKA:  It won’t be a bar or anything like that. 

 MS. KOPACZ:  No, no bar.  They will serve it, yes. 

 MR. SALKA: And, strictly it will be consumed in the facility? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  That is for the first one. 

 The second one we want a --- 

 MR. SALKA:  Right. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any other questions? 

 (No response) 

 Have you finished your presentation? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  Is there anybody here to speak in favor of the 

applicant?   In favor? 

 (No response) 

 Anybody opposing the applicant? 

 (No response) 

 If not, this appeal is closed. 
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 B. APPEAL #6411A, Application of Margaret Kopacz for special 

exception for patio liquor service (beer & wine only) for a new 

restaurant under sections 4-01.32A, 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning 

Regulations, 1095 West Street, Unit 7, property of S&G LLC c/o Lovey 

Development Corp in a B zone. 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Margaret Kopacz, 51 Meadow Lane, in Southington. 

 And, so again, I want to apply for a wine and beer only on a 

patio area which is really small.  I don’t know if you guys have --- 

 There will be ten seats outside.  And, we’ll be the fence all 

around so to make sure, you know, it is protected.    

 I have a letter from Mark saying that he is allowing the fencing. 

 (Submitted) 

 MS. NOVI:  Now, there will be no outside music, right?  No 

amplification? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  We were not planning to. I do not know what the 

rules are. 

 MR. SAKLA:  Do you want to read this into the record? 

 MS. NOVI:  I am going to read a letter from L & L West, LLC dated 

10/22/2019.  It is regarding a license permit to sell beer & wine at 

The Polish Plate restaurant. 

 “Dear Chairman Robert Salka:  This letter is to confirm that the 

landlord will allow tenants to install a fence with a 36-inch opening 

on the exterior patio located at 1095 West Street, Unit 7. 

 Sincerely, Mark Lovley, managing member, L & L West, LLC.” 

 THE CHAIR:  Any other questions for the applicant? 

 MR. SALKA:  So basically, you are having six tables outside on 

the patio and it is going to seat sixteen people. 

 MS. KOPACZ:  I think it will be less than that.  The area is 

really small.  Maybe twelve people will sit outside.  No more than 

that. 

 MR. SALKA:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  You want that number, twelve? 

 MS. NOVI:  We are going to hold you to whatever number you say.  

So, you will get no more than, so if you think it can hold sixteen, I 

would say that. 

 MS. KOPACZ: Okay.   
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 MS. NOVI:  It could be less. 

 MR. SALKA:  You’re not planning any music or anything like that, 

are? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Can we have like a small music, like something soft?  

Or it’s not allowed?  I don’t know.  So, if it is not allowed, then we 

won’t. 

 MR. SALKA:  Do you have the stipulations for patio? 

 (Pause) 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Like a radio or something?  Something soft. 

 MS. NOVI:  No amplification. 

 MR. SALKA: That’s right.  Just say no amplification. Alcohol must 

be served in its original container --- 

 MS. NOVI:  Or, no. Outdoors is not in original containers. 

 MR. SALKA:  Right.   Not in original containers.  So, do you have 

that?  If you just want to read that through? 

 MS. NOVI:  Okay.  So, we are going to – we’ve got your hours as 

eleven to nine.  Right now, Monday thru Sunday. Hours to change once 

you open and determine which day, you’d like to be off. 

 All alcoholic beverages should be served in cups, glasses, no 

original containers. 

 There shall be no music or entertainment outside. 

 No amplification or loudspeakers. 

 This would be, the application could be good for one year, 

renewed annually as long as there is no problems or issues. 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Okay. 

 MS. NOVI: Okay? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Yup. 

 THE CHAIR: Any other questions? 

 Have you finished your presentation? 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  Anyone here to speak in favor of the applicant? 

 In favor? 

 (No response) 
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 Anybody opposing the applicant? 

 Opposed? 

 (No response) 

 If not, this appeal is closed. 

 MS. KOPACZ:  I’m done? 

 THE CHAIR:  Yes. 

 MS. KOPACZ:  Thank you.            
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CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

 A. APPEAL #6409A, Application of GLNLK, LLC for a variance to 

allow a four-story building where 3 are allowed under Sections 7A-00 & 

15-04 of the Zoning Regulations, 17 West Street, property of GLNK, LLC 

in an I-2 zone – Request to Withdraw Application 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  We did receive a request to withdraw the 

application.  So, we have to get a consensus that you agree to that 

and it will be withdrawn. 

 THE CHAIR: Just vote on it.  All in favor? 

 VARIOUS VOICES:  Yes. 

 MR. SALKA:  Make a motion to approve the request to withdraw the 

application for Appeal #6409A. 

 MR. CABATA:  Second. 

 (Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.) 

 THE CHAIR: Passes. 

 MS. NOVI:  Motion to close the public hearing. 

 MR. SALKA:  Second. 

 (Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.) 

 

 

7:10 o’clock, p.m. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

 A. APPEAL #6410A, Application of Margaret Kopacz for special 

exception for beer & wine service in a new restaurant under Sections 

4-01.32A, 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 1095 West Street, 

Unit 7, property of S & G LLC, c/o Lovley Development Corp in a B 

zone. 

 Ms. Novi made a motion to approve Appeal #6410A with 

stipulations. 

 

STIPULTIONS: 

 - Operating hours of eleven to nine, Monday thru Sunday.  

Those hours can change. 

 - Twenty seats inside, only. 

 - Service bar, only.  Not an actual bar. 

 Mr. Cabata seconded. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 Mr. Cabata stated it is pretty straight forward.  A new 

application.  I wish you the best of luck. 

 

 (Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote.) 
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 B. APPEAL #6411A, Application of Margaret Kopacz for special 

exception for patio liquor service (beer & wine only) for a new 

restaurant under sections 4-01.32A, 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning 

Regulations, 1095 West Street, Unit 7, property of S&G LLC c/o Lovey 

Development Corp in a B zone. 

  

 Ms. Novi made a motion to approve Appeal #6411A with 

stipulations. 

 

STIPULATIONS: 

 - The operating hours shall be limited to eleven to nine, 

Monday thru Sunday.  House can change later. 

 - No more than sixteen seats inside the fenced area. 

 - Alcoholic beverages should be served in glasses, cups, et 

cetera and not in the original containers. 

 - No music or entertainment. 

 - No amplification or loudspeakers outside. 

 - This approval would renew annually as long as there are no 

issues or complaints. 

 Mr. Cabata seconded. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 Ms. Novi wished the applicant the best of luck.  I think it is a 

new type of restaurant for the Town of Southington.  I hope you do 

well.  It would be good to have outside seating there, as well. 

 

 (Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Zoning Board of Appeals – October 22, 2019 
 

 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

 A. APPEAL #6409A, Application of GLNLK, LLC for a variance to 

allow a four-story building where 3 are allowed under Sections 7A-00 & 

15-04 of the Zoning Regulations, 17 West Street, property of GLNK, LLC 

in an I-2 zone – Request to Withdraw Application 

 Withdrawn during the public hearing portion of the meeting. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS/OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 

 Mr. Lavallee noted one item for the next meeting.  It is an axe-

throwing company or entertainment venue. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Ms. Novi made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Cabata seconded. Motion 

passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:12 o’clock, p.m.) 

 

   Joseph LaPorte, Chair 


